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(54) EXHAUSTING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To remove any airtight vessel deposit thereby 
enabling the vessel exhaust to be released in the atmosphere 
within a short time by a method wherein the inner wall of the 
airtight vessel is heated at the temperature exceeding the 
water vaporizing temperature by a heating means before or 
while said vessel is released in the atmosphere. 
CONSTITUTION: A cassette 36 containing semiconductor 
wafers not yet processed is carried in a vessel 1 and then an 
atmospheric side gate valve G1 is closed so as to exhaust 
the vacuum vessel 1 down to specific vacuum degree using 
an exhaust system 14. Simultaneously, semiconductor wafers 
12 are heated at specific temperature e.g. 140° C using 
heaters 4 and halogen lamps 6 so as to rapidly vaporize the 
water content deposited in the atmospheric air as well as to 
maintain the heated state for specific hours. Later, the 
semiconductor wafers 1 2 are cooled down to specific 
temperature by circulating a cooling medium in a piping 2 for 
cooling circulation. Through these procedures, the airtight 
vessel deposit can be removed thereby enabling the airtight 
vessel exhaust to be released in the atmosphere within a short time. 
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